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Stamps of the Transvaal. 


By Epwarp J. NANKIVELL, 


REFERENCE LIST AND GUIDE TO VALUES. 
REPRINTS. 


Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., recently published an important work 
on Reprints, by Mr. E. D. Bacon. With reference to reprints of Stamps of 
the Transvaal, Mr Bacon writes :— 

“Issue June, 1871. Mr. Adolph Otto, of Gustrow, Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin, the maker of the plates of the early stamps of this country, retained 
a duplicate die of the three pence value, from which he made a duplicate 
plate and printed stamps which he sold to dealers and collectors. It is im- 
possible to distinguish the early printings of these stamps from those Mr. 

Otto printed and forwarded to the South African Republic, 
but they differ from the locally printed stamps of this value 
in the paper and gum, and in being of a brighter color. 
They are found with, as well as without, obliterations, and 
also in several fancy colors—ultramarine, dull rose, ochre, 
etc. The reprints are also known /é/e.déche, but the plate 
used for the issued stamps of this value contained no /ée- 
béche, pair. The so-called reprints of the first one penny, 
sixpence, and one shilling values are forgeries, as they 
differ in design from the issued stamps. The eye of the eagle on the originals 
is in a white circle, whereas on the forgeries it is an irregularly-shaped white 
space, and the lower part of the flagstaff to right formed of two distinct lines 
in place of only one line, as on the originals. 


Imperforate. 
3d.. mauve, bright mauve. 








7 éte-béche. 
3d., mauve, bright mauve. 


Rouletied 15, 15%. 
3d., mauve, bright mauve. 


‘‘ Issue 1875. The original engraved die and plate of the sixpence, 
Type II.was not sent out to the Transvaal by Mr. Otto, and reprints of the 
stamp have been made and sold by this gentleman. As in the case of the 
three pence of 1871, it is equally impossible to tell the early printings of this 
stamp from the stamps Mr. Otto printed and forwarded to the Republic 


Like the three pence, they are found with obliterations as well as without, 
and also in fancy colors. 


Rouletted 15, 15% 
6d., ultramarine. 


“ Issue February and May, 1883. The three pence, black on rose, and 
the same stamp in red on white paper, have been reprinted by Mr. Otto 
The reprint of the former has the paper too bright. The color of that of 
the original stamp is lilac-rose, while that of the reprint is bright rose, and 
the impression of the reprint is brownish black instead of gray-black to dee; 
black. The color of the reprint of the three pence, red, is dull deep orange- 
red. Theissued stamp is printed on a very white thick paper with white gum, 
whereas the paper of the reprint is thinner and the gum is yellowish. Al 
though the perforation of both these stamps gauges 12, like that of the origin 
als, if specimens of the reprint and originals are compared and measured 
side by side, the perforation holes will be found not to fit exactly. 


3d., brownish black on bright rose. 
3d., dull deep orange-red. 


It will be interesting to collate with this the information 
Tamsen gives us concerning the first 3d. He writes :— 

“It has always appeared to me strange that these German-printed 
stamps were circulating in Europe as early as January, 1870, and that they 
only arrived here (Transvaal) some sixteen months later, and I still cannot 
account for this long delay. Mr. Jeppe tells me that he had samples (proofs) 
of these stamps early in 1870, and that he wrote to the dealers and collectors 
who applied for supplies to apply for these stamps direct to the printer in Ger- 
many, who would send them the stamps at face value (he generally enclosed a 
sample). He also wrote to Mr. Otto in 1870, authorising him to sell to 
several parties, giving names and stating quantities ordered, ut face value, 
and to credit the moneys so received against his account for plates and 
Stamps. This authority, however, was only given for the 3d. stamps, and was 
only meant to supply those dealers who had previously applied here for 
them. Mr. Jeppe never authorised Mr. Otto to sell amy of the other values 
(he would not have thought of doing so, as the plates were sent out from 
Germany in 1869, so that the printer should not properly have been able to 
print any, even if ordered), nor did he ever authorise the printing of stamps 
in fancy colors, which was against the law of the country. Mr. Jeppe simply 
trusted the printer (Otto), and he abused his trust, of which Mr. Jeppe only 
heard in 1871, and then he at once warned the philatelic public. He also 
instructed an attorney in Gustrow to warn Otto to stop this unauthorised 
traffic, or he would take legal action against him. I believe this had some 


that Mr 
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effect, and that Otto afterwards only sold the stamps cancelled, till the 
British Goverment took the country over, when, I think, he considered him- 
self free to sell the stamps unused as well as used. 

“It is most difficult to distinguish German impressions of the 3d. from 
the first locally printed ones, most of the latter being nealy as well printed as 
those done in Germany. Colors and paper agree to a certain extent, both 
having been sent out with the plates. After the supply of paper and ink 
sent out was exhausted, the local printer made use of any paper and ink he 
could get, and the stanps printed with these can, of course, be more readily 
distinguished from the German impressions.” 

From this it will be seen that what are classed by Mr. Bacon as reprints 
may more properly be designated preprints, for we know that the copies on 
thick, hard-surfaced paper were obtainable in Europe from dealers some six- 
teen to eighteen months before a supply reached the Transvaal. Hence the 
probability is that Otto started supplying dealers with the first printing. 

Mr. Bacon is not quite correct in saying that Otto’s first printings differ 
from the first local printings in paper and gum, for the first local printings 
were done on paper and sent out to the Transvaal by Otto with the first sup- 
ply of stamps, and this supply of paper was presumably from the same stock 
as he had used for printing the first supply. 

Mr. Bacon states that Otto retained a duplicate die of the three pence. 
Hilckes, in his book on “ Reprints,” says, ‘‘ The Mecklenburg engraver kept 
some reserve dies, also a large quantity of the stamps, proofs, etc., which 
were printed at the time of the original consignments; these must be 
considered originals. At the time when the Republic was annexed by Great 
Britain these quasi-remainders were sold to a Berlin dealer. Later on, when 
the English government had an issue of their own, the same engraver made 
fresh impressions from the retained plates, which he even sold with ‘original’ 
postmarks (easy enough, as he possessed the original dies for the postmarks). 
In the year 1883, when the Transvaal again became an independent Repub- 
lic, they reverted once more to the old type and, as the illegal manufacture 
of reprints did not cease, the plates still in possession of the engraver were 
confiscated.” 

This is all the evidence we have up to date concerning the three pence. 
Hilckes’s information, we understand, was obtained from a reliable conti- 
nental source. 

Concerning the 6d. of Type II. we have little to add at present. But 
Mr. Bacon has omitted to note the well-known reprint in pale, grayish blue. 
This is an undoubted reprint, quite distinct from the ultramarine of the is- 
sued stamp. We found a quantity in Pemberton Wilson & Co.’s stock, when 
their business was transferred to Buhl & Co., and about that time it was a 
fairly common stamp, being then accepted as a variety in color. 
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History of the Postage Stamps and Entires 


of Belgium. 





By Jutes Bouveéz. 





(Continued. ) 


The postal conventions, concluded in 1865, between Belgium and 
the Netherlands on one hand and between Belgium and France on 
the other, as well as the increase in the interior traffic and the 
circulation of correspondence prepaid at reduced rates, decided the Postal 
Administration of Belgium to issue postage stamps for printed matter, of the 
values of 2 and 5 centimes, and to take advantage of the occasion to issue, 
in the same type, a new stamp of 1 centime. 

The Royal decree of September 25th, 1865, reads as follows in regard 
to these values : 


LEropo_p, II., King of the Belgians, 


To all whom it may concern, greeting : 
In view of Art. 8 of the law of April 22d, 1849, which reads as follows : 


“ Independently of the stamps of 10 and 20 centimes, created by Art. 4 
of the law of December 24th, 1847, the Government may introduce other 
stamps for the prepayment of heavy letters, for those intended for foreign 
countries, and for all other articles the transportation of which is entrusted 
to the post office.” 

On the proposition of our Minister of Public Works, 

We have decreed and do decree : 

Art. 1.—There shall be created postage stamps of a new type for the 
transportation of articles to be carried by the postal service. 

Art. 2.—These stamps are to be debited by the Administration of Posts 
at their respective nominal values. 

The stamps of a value below 10 centimes shall bear the arms of the 
Kingdom. All shall carry the word “ Postes” in the upper portion of the 
frame and the indication of value in the lower portion. 

Art. 3.—The stamps of different values shall be printed in different 
colors. 


Art. 4.—The postage stamps of previous issues may be used until July 
rst, 1866. Those remaining in circulation upon that date will be exchanged 
at the post offices against stamps of the new type, such exchange to be made 
for a period of three months. At the expiration of that period they shall 
cease to be available for postal use. 

Art. 6.—The Minister of Public Works shall determine the value, the 
form, and the color of these stamps. } 

Given at Laeken, September 25th, 1865. 
(Signed) Leopro.p. 
For the King, the Minister of Public Works, 
(Signed) Jutes Van Der STICHELEN. 
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The stamp of one centime in gray color, which was to be used exclu- 
sively for the prepayment of printed matter addressed to the interior of the 
Kingdom, was the first to make its appearance—one month before the sup- 
pression of the green stamp of one centime of the first issue, which bore the 
head of the first king. 

We find in official documents the following decree, relating to the 
creation of this stamp : 


THE MinisTER OF PusLic Works, 

In view of Art. 6 of the Royal decree of September 25th, 1865, which 
authorizes the Minister of Public Works to determine the date of issue of the 
postage stamps of the new type, 

Decrees : 

The issue of a postage stamp of the value one centime shall take place 
on June rst, next. 

BRUSSELS, May gth, 186s, 
The Minister of Public Works, 
(Signed) Jures Van Der SrTicHELen. 


This new value, typographed in black on white machine-made paper, 
presents a lion rampant, representing the arms of the Kingdom, placed 
in an oval frame surmounted by the Royal crown and a banderole bearing 
the word “ Postes.” At the center of the lower portion of the stamp will be 
seen the word ‘‘Centime ” and, on each side of this word, the figure of value. 
Laurel branches surround the medallion in the center, which is placed on a 
lozenge groundwork, barred vertically. 

This stamp was designed by M. Delpierre, an engraver in taille douce, 
who was, at that time, attached to the Stamp Bureau at Malines and who was 
the author of one of the best essays produced for the stamp of 10 centimes of 
the issue in 1865. The engraving was made at Antwerp by M. Dargent, and 
the stamp printed at the State Printing Office in Malines. A thin paper and 
a special ink, furnished by the house of De La Rue, of London, were used 
to print the issue. 

Four essays of the stamp were printed, in gray, green, carmine and 
bistre, on white paper. These essays differ from the issued stamp in so far 
that the groundwork of the medallion is lined, in accordance with the 
drawing furnished by the author of the design, whereas in the stamp itself 
the groundwork is plain. This distinction, which also exists in the two other 
values of 2 and 5 centimes, is the result of a decision arrived at, after discus- 
sion, by the Commission, which concluded that a plain groundwork in the 
medallion would make the coat of arms appear more prominent. 

At the time of the appearance of the first stamp of one centime gray, the 
monthly consumption of Belgian postage stamps had reached the figure of 
5 millions, which would indicate’a total consumption of 60 millions per 
annum, of which 18 millions were one centimestamps. As the contract with 
the house of Gouvellos called for the perforating of only 500 sheets per day, 
it was not possible to perforate the entire issue of these one centime stamps. 
The Administration therefore resolved to perform this work in its own 
establishments and, in order to accomplish the result, it addressed itself to 
the house of De La Rue, of London, with the intention of purchasing a 
perfected perforating machine which would permit of the perforation, at one 
time, of several sheets of 300 stamps, and at the same time produce a better 
result than was usual at that period. The perforating machine was supplied 
but, on account of defects in the mechanism and the lack of needles, it was 
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necessary to continue provisionally the use of the machines of Gouvellos, 
although their capacity was rather limited. Under these circumstances, the 
Administration, not being able to supply all post offices in proper time with 
perforated stamps, decided, provisionally, to abandon the perforation of the 
stamp of one centime, which was the one most in demand, and this stamp 
was delivered in imperforate sheets after September «st, 1866. It was used in 
this shape until January, 1867, at which time appeared the first stamp of one 
centime gray, perforated by the new machine which had been furnished to 
the Administration in December, 1866. 

In the four months during which this imperforate one centime stamp 
was supplied, there were issued 22,650 sheets, of which 8,200 were stamps in 
light gray and 14.450 in dark gray. At the same time, for the printing of 
this value, two varieties of paper were used, one being thin and the other 
rather thick and slightly yellowish. 

The deliveries to the post office took place as follows : 
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As may be seen, the number of these imperforate stamps of one centime 
is rather large, and it is quite natural that the question should have been raised, 
how it occurs that this value, which already appeared to be in demand by 
philatelists at the time of its issue, should have preserved throughout all this 
time a comparatively high price, because even to-day the supply is far less 
than the demand and it is difficult to secure a good specimen for less than 
from about $1.00 to $1.50. 

It will not be necessary to seek any further than the method of employ- 
ment of this stamp in 1866 for the cause of its rarity and the price which it 
commands, It must be remembered that the stamp was only used for the 
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prepayment of printed matter, which, generally surrounded by a band, required 
the application of this stamp partly on the bandand partly on the matter itself, 
so that the destruction of the stamp when it reached its destination became a 
matter of course. Ninety-nine times in a hundred the stamp was torn in two 
parts, one adhering to the band, the other to the printed matter. From this 
it may be explained how, from a stock of 6 or 7 millions imperforate one cen- 
time stamps, used from September to December, 1866, there should remain 
scarcely 60 or 70 thousand in good condition, all of which are in the hands 
of collectors. 

Another peculiarity affecting this stamp is that there is so little white 
space between the stamps of the whole sheet, which usually resulted in an 
irregular cutting apart of the stamps. This cutting apart was done by 
scissors, and it regularly left on one side of the label a margin of 14mm. 
while on the other side the scissors cut almost into the frame of the stamp. 
The result is that about 50 out of 100 of these stamps are without good mar- 
gins and collectors will not accept them, particularly as a fraud could be 
easily perpetrated by trimming a perforated stamp of the same design. 

Contrary to the opinion expressed by certain authors, no reprint of this 
stamp has ever appeared, although the ease with which it could be coun 
terfeited has resulted in the manufacture of s|urious specimens of this low 
value. They are all dangerous because the imitation is almost perfect, aside 
from the slight defects which we shall list later on and which will usually 
suffice to distinguish a genuine from a counterfeit stamp. 
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Our English Letter. 





By EpwarpD J. NANKIVELL. 


LONDON, 21 Nov., 1900 

We are going to have a field night on Friday next at the meeting of the 
London Philatelic Society. The Earl of Crawford is down on the notice 
paper to give us a display of the stamps of the Transvaal and the “V. R. I.” 
series of the stamps of the Orange River Colony. Mr. Mortimer Menpes, 
the well known artist, who was out at the front at the time, and saw some of 
the printing, and managed to annex a nice little lot of rarities, will also be 
present, and probably show his splendid collection. Other specialised col- 
lections will also be on show. So that we shall have a booming display of 
the new rarities of the countries referred to. 





The Earl of Crawford joined the London Philatelic Society last season, 
but is in reality an old collector. When at Eton he was able to boast of 
possessing the best collection in the school. But I imagine it is only of late 
that he has taken up the pastime of philately with such activity as he is now 
displaying. I have had the pleasure of seeing his collection, and was much 
struck by his scientific methods. If, in such a busy life as his must be, he 
can spare time to specialise in stamps he will be a great acquisition to the 
ranks of advanced stamp collecting. 


Mr. Mortimer Menpes will be another decided acquisition to the ranks, 
for he is an enthusiastic specialist. He tells me he took the fever bad at 
Bloemfontein. He caught the general contagion as the result of the issue of 
‘*Vv. R. I.’s”. And I have never known anyone develop the specialist in- 
stinct so quickly. He is as keen on a variety as if he were an old collector 
and he knew nothing of collecting till he started with “ V. R. I.’s’”. But his 
fancy is not a passing whim. He says it has gone deep. And, ashe is aman 
of enthusiasms, he will be sure to make no end of converts to the hobby in 
his circle of acquaintances, which, it is needless to say, is a large one. 

His house in the West End of London is a veritable dream. It is fitted 
up throughout in the highest style of Japanese art. He tells me that when 
he was in Japan he had a hundred Japanese at work for a year on the inte- 
rior fittings. 

He is about to join the London Philatelic Society, and I fancy he will 
be a pretty regular attendant at the meetings and, if so, he will be an invalu- 
able help in questions of color and engraving. 


The business in new issues is being cut up terribly with us to the benefit 
of the collector, but the injury of the regular dealer. First came a competi- 
tion and cutting of prices in the Strand between Gibbons, Bright and Peckitt. 
Then Ewen appeared on the scene with his weekly circular offering new 
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issues at five to ten per cent. over face. Dealers rubbed their eyes and won- 
dered how it was done. The explanation seems to be that a collector, behind 
the scenes, has got into the matter and finds that he can make a better in- 
vestment of his money by putting it into the purchase of new issues at face 
and their rapid sale for cash at five to ten per cent. over face, than he can by 
ordinary investments. He calculates that he can make aclear seven per cent. 
on the business, and with that he is satisfied. 





I found, during a recent visit to the provinces, that new issues at a little 
over face were decidedly on the boom, and they have had the effect of re- 
awakening the interest of many collectors who had, philatelically, gone to 
sleep. Old collections have been fetched out of their corners where they had 
been lying neglected for years, and collecting has been started into active life 
once more under the stimulus of new issues at investment rates, as they are 
called. 





Another firm of dealers of the rival caste, has raised the question whether 
new issues are a good investment, even at such rates, and suggests that col- 
lectors will burn their fingers over the business. Personally, 1 don’t see how 
they can go far wrong for, at the worst, the stamps will be worth face, and 
there is every probability that some proportion of a well extended collection 
of new issues, especially of British colonials, will appreciate from some 
cause or another. 


But we have not done yet. Another, and a leading firm of new issue 
dealers is now advertising sets of Barbados, (if twelve sets are taken) at below 
face value. At this pace we hungry collectors may expect some fine day to 
be put on somebody’s free list for new issues as they come out. May we be 
there in full force, dear readers. Such an investment could hardly fail to be 
profitable to us. 


I have already said a great deal about New Zealand stamps, and I shall 
probably have a great deal more to say ere long. But in the meantime some 
further news to hand shows that New Zealand intends to lead the way in the 
matter of stamp production for, according to the M/e/bourne Argus, the Gov- 
ernment of that colony has commissioned Sir Edward Poynter, the President 
of our Royal Academy, to design a new stamp which is to inaugurate the 
adoption by the colony of Universal Penny Postage. The new stamp is to be 
emblematic of New Zealand diffusing the benefits of cheap postage through- 
out the world. We have had Imperial Penny Postage between this country 
and most of its colonies for a twelvemonth, but New Zeland now goes one 
better, and boldly makes a plunge with Universal Penny Postage. 





And there is little doubt that Universal Penny Postage is bound to 
come now in the near future, We have Imperial Halfpenny postage for 
bookpost packets, why not the Universal Penny Postage for letters. Any 
way I reckon that no country will long be content to pay five cents for the 
postage of a letter to a country which can send back its reply over the same 
route for less than half that charge. 
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Lonpon, 24, Nov., 1900. 


News from Australia points to some interesting issues from that part of 
the world both preliminary to, and consequent upon, the inauguration of 
the commonwealth. It is said that we are to have a series of surcharged 
stamps first, and then the commonwealth series. The surcharging will be 
adopted to use up the large stocks of the current series in each colony. ‘The 
surcharge will probably be the words ‘“ Australian Commonwealth.” Rather 
long words to print clearly on the ordinary size stamp, unless the surcharg- 
ing be done diagonally or vertically. 


And when the business begins won’t the eagles be on the watch for 
varieties. If the surcharging be done by one careful printer under strict 
Government supervision, the number of varieties will be practically nil. But 


if, as is most probable, each Colony surcharges its own stock, then we shall 
have a few things to scramble for. Zrgo, dear readers, get into position and 


prepare your nets—first come first served, and the old party take the hind- 
most. 


Some dear old grumblers think there are too many new issues to burden 
the soul of the collector. But I am inclined to contend that there was never 
a time when the list was more free from objectionable stamps than now—at 
all events in recent years. Omit the Seebeck states and the philatelic 
horizon is exceptionally clear and satisfactory. Most issues now are of good 
repute. And a regular periodical supply of issues of good repute does much 
to boom the hobby of stamp collecting. 


And it is booming. Make no mistake about that. It is permeating the 
upper ranks of life in this country. I was at a West End reception the other 
day, and the subject cropped up in the course of conversation. One lady 
said her friends seemed to be going quite crazy over it. The host admitted 
the indictment and said he had it bad himself. He was neglecting every 
thing for it. He had never takenup such a fascinating pursuit in his life 
The interest which it excited surpassed all he had ever dreamt of. And he 
forthwith proceeded to enthuse the company. He dilated upon the infinite 
variety of interesting points of study to which it introduced the devotee, and 
for an hour or more the question of the collection of stamps held sway in 
that West End drawing room, I don’t know how many went away to be- 
come collectors, but I should not be at all surprised to learn that that 
enthusiast has quite a circle of admiring beginners worshipping at his philatelic 


feet. Such a man carries the contagion right and left and enrolls recruits 
by the dozen. 


It is more than likely that stamp collecting will make immense strides 
among the well-to-do in this country, for the officers at the front have taken 
the fever badly and are collecting zealously. It is not a case of buying up 
stamps on the spot to sell at a profit when they return. Some will take to 
the purely solid side of the business, but I am told that numbers 
are enthusiastic about collecting as collectors. We expect very large 
accessions to the ranks when the army returns. 
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Some people are biding their time for cheap “ V. R. I.’s”. They will 
probably be disappointed, for I am told that the speculators have sent their 
spoils home to friends to sell for them, because they have no suitable means 
of keeping the stamps in knocking about and roughing it from camp to camp. 
Hence we probably have all we are likely to get of any consequence. The 
result is that “ V. R. I.’s" are now selling at very reasonable prices—prices 
which I, for one, do not believe will last very long. 





We had a grand gathering last evening at the rooms of the London 
Philatelic Society. The old members were saying it was quite like old times. 
New members and old members ciowded the room. I should say there were 
about 40 present. The Earl of Crawford showed his magnificent specialised 
collection of Orange River Colony, and also a very fine collection of the 
Transvaal, from the old issues to the present time. His lordship brought a 
fine series of albums, and passed them around for the inspection of his fellow 
members. Members paired up and devoured the treasures. Rarities, in full 
panes of 60, were eye openers to most of those who were present. Even the 
rare 6d carmine of both the level stops and the raised stops setting was re- 
presented by complete panes. His lordship is a scientific student, and a 
thorough philatelist. He is no mere wealthy accumulator. He took part in 
the discussion which followed on the reading of a paper on the V. R. I. 
issues, and explained and defended his own arrangement. 





Another notable recruit is Mr. Mortimer Menpes, the well known artist, 
who out of sheer enthusiasm for his art went out to the front, nominally for 
Black and White, but in reality to make his own color studies. The Earl of 
Crawford is an old collector. He collected in his college days at Eton. 
But Mr. Menpes knew nothing whatever about stamp collecting till 
curiosity enticed him into the printing room where the V. R. I.’s were being 
printed. He watched the process and before he left the place of production 
he was an enthusiastic stamp collector. He spotted, and forthwith nailed, 
some of the curious errors, and thus laid the basis of the magnificent specialised 
collection that he has of the Orange River Colony. I question whether any- 
one beats him in the matter of rarities. He has come back a really keen 
philatelist. I have never known anyone tumble so quickly into the ways of 
the advanced specialist. Being practically an expert in all questions affect- 
ing design and engraving and printing he is as keen as the oldest and 
shrewdest philatelist in the collection of specialised varieties. He is in fact 
a born philatelist. Already his name is up for ejection in the London 
Philatelic Society, and he will probably be a great acquisition as a regular 
attendant at our meetings. His art knowledge will be invaluable to us in the 
old controversy on color. 
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Reprints of the Stamps of Hawaii. 


By Joun N. Lurr. 


Having been, for many years, a collector and student of Hawaiian stamps 
1 was much interested in the article by “ H. I.” (or is it H. L? The caption 
of the article and the table of ‘‘ contents” are not agreed) in the Monthly 
Journal for December. There are a number of points on which I do not 
agree with the author or the authorities whom he quotes. Permit me to state 
my reasons for thus disagreeing. 

I must confess, at the beginning, that what the author wishes to prove is 
not entirely clear to me. He apparently intends to claim that the 5c deep blue 
and 13c dull rose (Nos. 7 and 8 in the Standard catalogue), are reprints. 
But many of his quotations can only refer to the printings made by 
the American Bank Note Company, in 1889, which are usually called reprints, 
though some consider them to be merely fac-similes. The quotation from 
Senf's Catalogue for 1897 is an instance in point. From the quotations and 
comments it would appear that he has confused the remainders and the 
American Bank Note Company’s prints. In one of the first paragraphs it is 
stated that the 5c stamp paid “the United States postage for single-rate 
letters.” I think this stamp paid the Hawaiian postage /o the United States 
but the rate for the latter country was additional. Pre-payment of that part 
not being compulsory, letters were frequently sent “collect.” At other times 
the 13¢ stamp covered both rates. More often than either of these methods, 
the United States postage was paid by stamps of that country which were 
affixed at the San Francisco post office, by virtue of an arrangement between 
the postmaster of that city and postmaster Whitney of Honolulu. 

M. Rondot is quoted as saying in regard to the 13c stamp that ‘‘the 
American rate having been raised later, these stamps have been suppressed.”’ 
So far as I can recall, the rates in the United States have been increased but 
twice since 1847. The act of Congress of March 3rd, 1855, increased certain 
domestic rates but especially stipulated that postal agreements with foreign 
countries should remain unchanged. The Act of March 3rd, 1%63, increased 
the rate on drop letters, to be delivered by carrier in the same city in which 
they were mailed, from one to two cents. However, the Act of July rst, 
1864, reduced the rates of foreign postage and it was this, in all probability, 
that made the 13c stamp useless. 

It is saidthat Ze Zimbrophile for February, 1869, announced the appear- 
ance of the 5c and 13c stamps in pale colors. Did it? The quotation that 
follows this remark reads: ‘‘ We have received copies of the 5c d/ue, etc. 
Nothing is said about pale blue. If these stamps were obtained from the 
post office, as they presumably were, I cannot see how they can have been 
other than the 5c deep blue and 13c pale rose which we frequently find sur- 
charged “Specimen.” I think I am right in stating that these are the only 
varieties of the 1853 issue that bear this surcharge and that they are usually 
regarded as remainders and not as reprints. 
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Concerning the quotation from M. Piet-Lataudrie, I merely wish to say 
that I consider that writer to be in error when he assigns the date 1869 to 
reprints of the 1853 issue and of the 2c stamp of the 1855 issue (which he 
calls the 1862 issue). The correct date of all these reprints is 1889. There 
is no evidence or record of any reprints having been made in 1869. 

The letters to M. Moens are extremely interesting and a valuable 
contribution to philatelic records. The letter of February 24th, 1865, contains 
many details worthy of notice; for instance: “ The 13c stamps have become 
very scarce, and I had to pay a large premium for those I now send.” “The 
Post Office has no 5c stamps on hand. While awaiting a fresh supply from 
the United States we issue in the meantime the provisional 5 cents (numeral) 
to serve until the others arrive.” This provisional was the 5c with 
“Hawaiian Postage” at each side, (see Le Zimbre Poste for 1865, pages 
48 and 68). The 5c stamps expected from the United States could only 
have been those of the 1853 type. The 5c of 1865 (portrait of Kamehameha 
V) was not ordered until April 26th of that year and none reached the islands 
until August 31st. In the meantime the 5c stamps of the 1853 type must 
have been received and I conclude that the 13c dull rose came with them. 
There were none of the latter value in the post office and it is not unreason- 
able to expect a new supply to be ordered, even if the stamp was of very 
little use. The note at the foot of the letter of June 24th, 1864, shows that 
the postmaster was able, at that date, to supply both of these stamps. 

Now let us consider the claim that these two stamps are reprints. So 
far as Iam aware, no Hawaiian stamps were declared obsolete until very 
recent years. So long as they remained current and available for postage, 
they cannot be called reprints. Even if we allow that there was little or no 
use for the 13c and that the printing of that stampin dull rose was superflous, 
no such claim can be made against the 5 cents. In February, 1865, they had 
no 5c stamps in the post office, they were awaiting a fresh supply, they had 
issued a provisional sc stamp. There was surely need of the regular 5c 
when it arrived and abundant reason to expect it to be put into use. Again, 
about 1866, the stock of 5c stamps was exhausted and a second provisional 
numeral of that value (the variety with “Inter island” at the left) was 
issued. Once more there was use for the 1853 5c if any remained in stock 
and had not already been surcharged “Specimen.” This stamp cannot be a 
reprint. 

Before leaving the subject I wish to call attention to a small error in the 
article. The author shows that the die of the 5 cents was made from that of 
the 13 cents and from this argues that the latter value must have been issued 
first. I fail to see that the fact that the diz of the 13 cents was first engraved 
conferred any permanent priority on that value. There was nothing to 
prevent the g/afe of the 5 cents being the first made and put to press. 

Lastly, I wish to say a few words about the printings of these two stamps 
made by the American Bank Note Co., in 1889. Some fairly accurate 
guesses have been made about these printings but I am now in position to 
state, for the first time, exactly how they were produced. On December 16th, 
1887, the Hawaiian postal administration sent to the American Bank Note 
Company the die of the 5 cent stamp, specimen sheets of each value, and 
nothing more of that issue, (We are not now discussing the 2 cents of the 
1869 issue). The die of the 13 cents was not sent, nor the plate of either 
value. The 5 cent die was somewhat defaced, and was ordered to be 
restored. It was accordingly retouched and, incidentally, cleaned up. One 
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of the notable points in the latter process was the removal of the two little 
dots of color from the square in the upper right corner. The portrait and 
the word “postage” above it were transferred upon another block of steel and 
the appropriate inscriptions for the 13 cents were added. From these two 
dies new plates were made. On these plates the irregularities of spacing of 
the original plates are very closely imitated. I am unable to say whether 
this was done by order or was merely the fancy of the workman. From 
these new plates 10,000 stamps of each value were printed and delivered in 
Honolulu on Sept. 6th, 1889. There would appear to be no question that 
the 13 cent stamps are fac-similes. My readers must decide for themselves 
whether the 5 cents are to be called by this term or are reprints. 


Retouches of the Cuba and Philippine 
Islands Issue of 1882. 


In the Weekly Philatelic Era for December 15, the Boston correspondent 
mentions that Mr, F. P. Brown has discovered a second re-engraving of the 
2 4-8c ultramarine Philippines, of the 1882 issue. The article does not say, 
in so many words, that this second re-engraving is the same as that described 
in the Standard Catalogue for the 5c de p of the corresponding issue for 
Cuba, but such is the inference. This discovery seemed to us of sufficient 
interest to be looked up, and we accordingly examined our stock and, sub- 
sequently, the Cuban issue of the same date. We find that there is, as re- 
ported, a second retouch (this word describes the alteration more correctly 
than “‘re-engraving ’’) of the Philippines stamp and also a corresponding re- 
touch of the 5c of Cuba. These two new varieties represent an intermediate 
state between the first and second retouches ; strictly speaking, they are the 
second retouching, and that which has heretofore been called the second 
should now be placed as the third. We have not found any copy of the 
Philippines stamp which shows the third retouching. 

The various states of engraving may be described as follows : 

Original state. The medallion is surrounded by a heavy line of color of 
nearly even thickness, touching the horizontal line below the word ‘‘ Cuba”’ 
(or “ Filipinas”, as the case may be); the opening in the hair above the tem- 
ple is narrow and pointed. 

First retouch. The line about the medallion is thin, except at the upper 
right, and does not touch the horizontal line above it; the opening in the 
hair is slightly wider and a trifle rounded ; the lock of hair above the fore- 
head is shaped like a broad “ V ” and ends in a point ; there is a faint white 
line below it, which is not found on the stamps in the original state. 

Second retouch. The opening is still wider and more rounded ; the 
lock of hair does not extend as far down on the forehead, is very slightly 
rounded instead of being pointed, and the white line below it is thicker. 

Third retouch. The opening in the hair forms a semi-circle ; the -lock 
above the forehead is nearly straight, having only a slight wave, and the 
white line is much broader than before. 
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The New Stamps of France. 


Mr. Georges Carion sends us illustrations of the new French stamps, as 


well as a descriptive newspaper article, the translation of which we submit 
herewith : 


“The new postage stamps are to be issued, without fail,on the 7th of Decem- 
ber, fromthe printing office in the Boulevard Brune. The first printing in the 
three different types was completed on Saturday evening, and these three 
pretty designs are to replace the uniform design of M. Sage which is now in use 

“ But why these three different types and these three different shapes, 
although it has been known for some time that the stamps are to be of vary- 
ing dimensions? The reasons have been explained to us by M. Mougeot, 
with his usual courtesy : 


“ The idea of creating new postage stamps originated a long time ago 
with Minister Mesureur. 

“The Minister, on succeeding to the head of. the Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs, considered it desirable to create postage stamps with an 
allegorical figure of the Republic, to replace those issued in 1875 by M. 
Buffet. That prudent statesman did not, at that time, attempt to forecast 
the future, and he therefore did not consider it desirable to represent on 
postage stamps any definite form of government. In consequence, he had 
demanded of the painter Sage an uncompromising stamp and the artist had 
created the design so well known, the figures being symbolic of Commerce 
and Peace uniting for the government of the world. 

“One of our distinguished diplomats rather humorously stated of the 
design, ‘Our French stamps always make me think of a gentleman and a 
lady, lightly clothed, in dispute about an orange.’ 

“The idea of M. Mesureur was taken up, studied for a long time and 
finally put into effect. 

“The new emission will comprise, as you know, three sets, which are 
to appear at the same time and for each of which there has been adopted 
the same design and the same range of colors, the difference in value being 
indicated only by the value engraved in the label.” 

“ And, saying this, with infinite precaution M. Mougeot took from his 
secret drawer a specimen of the three stamps, engraved, respectively: The 
first, by M. Luc-Olivier Merson for the high values; the second, by M. 
Mouchon for the intermediate values, and the third by M. Joseph Blanc for 
the low values. He handed us these little perforated pieces of paper, which 
are to be the joy and pride of the philatelist. 

“ The type of the first series, designed by M. Joseph Blanc and engraved 
by M. Thomas, includes the values 1, 2, 3, 4 and § centimes. A large figure, 
representing Liberty, holds in its hands the scales of Justice, while beside 
her two little Cupids symbolize Fraternity. 

“The type of the second series, designed and engraved by M. Mouchon, 
comprises the stamps of 10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 centimes. 

“The Republic, seated, looks at a slab of marble, bearing the declaration 
of the rights of man, which she holds in her left hand, while her right hand 
holds the baton of Justice. 
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“The model of the third series, designed and engraved by M. Thevenin, 
includes the stamps of 40 and 50 centimes, 1, 2 and 5 francs. 

“ A figure of the Republic, with a Phrygian bonnet, is seated, the head 
slightly inclined and leaning on the right hand in an attitude of meditation, 
while the left hand holds a sword in its scabbard. At left, almost in the 
center, an olive tree, in the branches of which appears a shield for the 
indication of value. 

“ This stamp is double the width of the other two. Its dimensions are 
exactly those of two postage stamps of the present type. 

“* It is in two colors—orange red and sky blue—while the other designs are 
each printed in one color,—the Mouchon type in red and the Blanc type 
in bistre. 

“We must add that, pursuant to a convention entered into between all 
nations as a Postal Union, it has been decided that, notwithstanding the 
color adopted for each series, the stamp of 25 centimes for the prepayment 
of letters shall be blue, that of 10 centimes for postal cards, red, and that of 5 
centimes for printed matter, green, and they are to be thus issued in all the 
Colonies. And now, philatelists, prepare your albums!” 

(It will be seen from our Chronicle that our contemporary was in error 
as to the colors adopted for many of the set.) 
































Austria.—The Monthly Journal announces, on the authority of the 
Timbrophile Belge, that the one heller adhesive stamp of the current issue 
has been found with numeral inverted. 


4 24 

Canapa.—The Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste states that the remaining 
stock of the high values of the Jubilee issue is to be surcharged “7 Cents”, 
for use on inland registered letters. We have not as yet received any notice 
of such intention from our Canadian friends, and give the information for 
what it is worth. 


DoMINICAN ReEPpuUBLIC.—We have recently been shown two so-called 
errors of the current issue of this country, which was placed on sale in 
October. The first of these errors consists in the inversion of the words 
“ Atlantico” and “ Mar Caribe”, on the 5c value, and the second, of the 
inscription “Cinco”, instead of “ Cincuenta”, on the soc. 

We have been shown these errors, both in used and unused condition, 
but until it is proven that they were accidental we shall refuse to recognize 
them in any way. To us it appears absolutely impossible that these errors 
could have occurred, except by design, as the stamps are lithographed, the 
transfers to the lithographic stone being made from the original die. Under 
these circumstances, such errors as those indicated above cannot have 
occurred legitimately, and we hope that collectors will nip the scheme in the 
bud by absolutely refusing to purchase the rarities (?) at any price. 


” 


= {> > > 

FERNANDO Po.—The surcharging fever appears to be at its height in 
this important country. In addition to the varieties which we chronicle in 
our last number, Mr. William Thorne has shown us the 4c yellow of 1899 
surcharged ‘“‘ soc de peso”’ in circle. 

We also notice that the roc blue revenue stamp does not appear in 
black surcharge, as stated in our last number, but in red. 

At the same time, Mr. Thorne has shown us the following sub-varieties 
of the various provisionals issued during the past six months : 


sc On 20C maroon 
Surcharge in oval. 
Inverted surcharge, 


50c On 20c maroon 
Inverted surcharge. 
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50c on 4c orange 
Surcharge inverted 
2 sideways. 
Double surcharge. 
.* a one in green and the other in violet. 


10c blue revenue stamp, surcharged “Correos ”’ in red 
Surcharge reading from top to bottom. 
” 7 ** bottom to top. 


5c on roc blue revenue stamp 
sc“ inverted 

“sc ** sideways to the right 
sc a ~ a 

5c” and “ Correos”’ inverted 


? & @ FR @ 

GreEEcE.—Mr. William Thorne has called our attention to a difference 
in the numeral “O ” on one of the recently issued 301 provisionals. On 
looking over a sheet of these surcharges, we find that there are two varieties 
of this numeral, the one being broader than the other, the two varieties being 
about evenly assorted on each sheet of stamps. The wider numeral measures 
34mm. in width and the narrower one 23,mm. The height of the two va- 
rieties is practically the same. 

We also find on the 1dr on 401 violet a variety with a short “ H,” which 
may, however, be due to a break in that letter. 

Der Philatelist, on the authority of Mr. Naumann, furnishes the fol 
lowing statistics in regard to the quantity issued of each of the recent sur 
charges : 


950,000 201 on 251 
180,000 z0ol “ 4ol 
170,000 ai.” al 
170,000 50l “ gol 
140,000 1dr “ 401 
140,000 2dr “ 401 


It must, of course, be understood that these quantities include all the 
different varieties of the respective values, and we still require information 
as to the quantities issued of the 3 and sdr 


2 at a , 

JAPANESE STAMPS SURCHARGED FOR Usk 1N ForMosa.—Several of our 
correspondents and contemporaries have stated that the current issue of Japan 
was surcharged for use in this dependency. We have made due inquiries, in 
regard to the matter, of our valued and trustworthy correspondent, Mr. David 
Benjamin, now residing in Hong Kong, and Mr. Benjamin informs us that 
no Japanese stamps have been surcharged for use in Formosa and that the 
regular unsurcharged issue is employed there, he sending us, at the same 
time, several envelopes, sent from Formosa to Hong Kong, prepaid with 
ordinary stamps of Japan. 

Mr. Benjamin’s exact words are as follows: 

“ These have never been issued, and I do not know how reports like 
this get in the philatelic press. I have corresponded with the P. O. on the 
subject and they deny such issue or the probability of one, They state that 
Formosa is to be treated as part of the Japanese Empire proper, hence the 
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ordinary Japanese stamps, with no surcharge, are used there. I enclose 
two original envelopes to bear me out.” 
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Macao.—lIt is reported that the present set is to be increased by the 
addition of a 78 avos value. 
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New ZEALAND.—In our November number we chronicled the current 
3d stamp, on paper watermarked N. Z. and Star. We have just received ® 
direct shipment from New Zealand, in which the 3d still. appears in the 
original type, on unwatermarked paper, and we therefore assume that the 
information on which we based our acceptance of the variety was incorrect. 
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ORANGE RiveR CoLtony—In our last number we published an 
exhaustive list, compiled by Mr. E. J. Nankivell, of all the varieties dis- 
covered, up to that time, among the recent surcharges on the old stamps of 
the Orange Free State. We are pleased to say that we are able to add an 
interesting item to the list which we published, and it appears that our dis- 
covery is an entirely new one. Among a recent shipment of Berne stamps 
we received a block of three of the 6d carmine rose, surcharged “ V. R. I.” 
with level stops. The upper stamp and the lower left hand stamp were of 
the normal type of this surcharge, whereas the right hand lower stamp showed 
the variety with thick “V'’, as well as a square period after “ R”’. 

We also found in the same lot a 2%d surcharge, in which the greater 
portion of the horizontal stroke of the large figure “2” was completely 
scooped out. 
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ORANGE River CoLtony.—The Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly has been 
informed that the ordinary Orange Free State stamps are to be overprinted 
“Orange River Colony.” 


¢ © & 2 @ 


Persta.—The Revue Philateligue Belge announces the entire set of th 
current issue, surcharged in violet with a design representing a lion, each 
surcharge covering two stamps. 

~.- There seems to be some doubt, as yet, whether this surcharge was 
really issued, and we therefore content ourselves, for the present, with this 
preliminary announcement. 
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SoUTHERN NiGeria.—A few days ago we received a shipment of stamps 
from the Niger Coast Protectorate, and we notice that the billhead of the 
postmaster is altered from “ Niger Coast Protectorate” to read ‘ Southern 
Nigeria Protectorate.” We therefore assume that this style is to be adopted, 
in future, for the territory, and that we shall soon have a series of stamps 
bearing the new inscription. 


oo 7 2S eS @ 


TcHaD.—The Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste states that a series for this 
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new French colony will probably make its appearance within a short time 
Owing to a decree of the President of the Republic, dated September 25th, 
acertain portion of the territory of French Congo is set apart under the 
name “Military ‘Territory of the Countries and Protectorates of Tchad.” 
The title is a little long, but our contemporary hopes that it will be modified. 

This new territorial division, placed under the direction of the 
Commissary General of French Congo, will include the following : 

1st.—The basin of the river Kemo. 

2d.—At the north, the basin of the river Chari and its confluence, with 
the exception of the concessions already granted, as well as the countries 
placed under the French dominion by virtue of the conventions of June 14th, 
1898 and March 2ist, 1899, including Baguirmi, Ouadi and Kanem 

The stamps of French Congo will be used in the territory until further 
orders. 

* 2? 

Timor.—It is reported that the present set is to be increased by the 

addition of a 78 avos value. 
> 2 2 F & 


TRANSVAAL (Vaal River Colony).—We copy the following items of in- 
formation from the Monthly Journal : 

“‘ As we suggested last month, local varieties of surcharge appear to be 
multiplying. A correspondent tells us that he has received a set of the 
values from 34d. to 6d., including a 3d. on 1d. stamp in place of the ordinary 
3d., with an overprint of “ V. R. I.” which measures only 8mm. along the 
tops of the letters, instead of 12mm. 

“ Another correspondent sends us from Leydenburg specimens of the 
oblong 1d. Commemorative label, issued a few years back, very roughly sur- 
charged “ V. R. I.” in black. This, we are told, was done by the army post- 
master at that place, and if every postmaster in the country is going to sur- 
charge his own little stock at his own sweet will, the Transvaal collector will 
have his hands full—if he gets all the varieties. Curiously enough, our cor- 
respondent's letter bore one of these oblong stamps with the surcharge, and 
one of the ordinary Transvaal 2d. stamp without any surcharge. We have 
since seen one of the 1d stamps surcharged “ V. R I.” and “3d.” in violet, 
and we understand that all these come from Leydenburg. 

“Our publishers have received the £5 stamp surcharged “ V. R. I.” in 
the regular type, and Zhe PA. R. reports an error on the 2d. with the over 
print reading “V.I.R.” ‘This is said to have occured only once on each 
sheet, and two hundred impressions were struck off before the error was 
noted, when most of the copies were destroyed. A few seem to have been 
saved 

“ Adhesives. 

45 green ; black surcharge. 
2d. brown and green ; error “V.I. R.” 
1d. (oblong), carmine ; black surcharge. 
Yd., 1d., 244d., 3d. on 1d., 4d., 6d., small surcharge.” 
ee £2.32 © 


Turks AND Caicos IsLanps.—In our new catalogue we list the entire 
set of the new stamps, as on paper watermarked Crown and C. A. We find, 
however, that the 2 and 3sh stamps are of a larger size than the remainder of 
the series and, like all other large size stamps of the English colonies, are 
watermarked Crown and C. C. 























ANJOUAN.—As was announced 
some time ago, the colors of the ro, 
15, 25 and so centimes have been 
changed. This is true, as well, for 
all the following colonies: Dahomey, 
French Congo, French Guiana, 
French Guinea, French [ndia, French 
Oceanica, French Soudan, Great 
Comoro Islands, Guadeloupe, Indo 
China, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, 
Martinique, Mayotte, New Caledonia, 
Reunion, St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
and Senegal. 

We are informed, on good author- 
ity, that it is only through an error 
that these stamps appeared in the 
French Soudan and French Congo 
issues, and that they are already 
obsolete. Only 10,000 of each value 
of these two colonies were printed. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perf. 14x13 %. 
roc red 
15c gray on light gray 
asc blue 
soc brown on bluish 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIO.—It ap- 
pears that the president of Brazil re- 
cently visited the sister republic, and 
the joyous event was duly celebrated 
by the issue of a postal card and a 
letter sheet. 

The letter sheet, besides bearing 
the Argentine Republic die of 5 
centavos, also has impressed upon the 
upper flap a 100 reis Brazilian stamp 
in green, whereas the postal card is 
the regular card of the Argentine 
Republic. Both commemorative is- 
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sues bear, on the reverse, the portraits 
of the respective presidents of Brazil 
and the Argentine Republic. 


Commemorative issues. 
Letter sheet. 

5c green x roor green on white 
Postal card. 

5c green, duff 





BOSNIA.—We have now received 
the three new values referred to in 
our last number. The 4oh is in the 
regular design, and the 1 and 2k 
appear in a new form, somewhat 
larger in size, showing the value in 
all four corners. 





Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 
40h orange 
1k dark rose 
2k ultramarine 


CANADA.—We have just received 
the zoc stamp in the current type, 
with numerals in the lower corners. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 
2o0c olive green 
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OBYLON.—Der Fhilate/ist states 
that the 4 and 12c stamps of the cur- 
rent issue have also been surcharged 
for official use. 

Official stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perf. 14. 

4c yellow, black surcharge 
12c green and carmine, black sur- 
charge 


OHILE.—Although it is only a few 
months since the new issue went into 
Use, it appears that the exigencies of 
the Chilean postal service have 
required the employment of revenue 
stamps for the prepayment of postage. 
Such use of revenue stamps has 
been quite regular for a number 
of years, but it appears that a new 
type has now been adopted for fiscal 
purposes, and we illustrate the type 
herewith. 


Revenue used for postage. 





Perforated. 
sc blue 





CORBA.—In addition to the values 
which have been chronicled of the 
new series, we have received another 
value. ont 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 
2och red 


er 6 


DAHOMBEY.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x 13%. 

roc red 

15c gray on light gray 





25c blue 
sec brown on bluish 


DCMINICAN REPUBLIOC.—In 
July of last year we announced the 
probable appearance of stamps of 
Y% and &% centavo, but when the new 
issue appeared in October we pre- 
sumed that no stamps of the old type 
had been printed of these low values. 
However, we have recently received 
a few specimens of a % centavo 
stamp, printed in the design of the 
5c Columbus Jubilee stamp, with the 
exception that the words ‘Cinco 
Centavos”’ in the labels at right and 
left above the tomb have been erased. 

Mr. De Jonge has now shown us 
a %c stamp, in the design of the 
1 peso of the Columbus J ubilee issue. 

He also informs us that only a few 
thousand of this %c and the Yc 
black of the Jubilee issue 
printed 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

Kc black 
¥c black 


were 


ECUADOR.-Mekeel's Weekly Siamp 
News has seen the current 1oc reve- 
nue stamp used for postage. 

Sometime ago, the issue was an- 
nounced of a 5c surcharged on the 
4c orange revenue stamp, the sur- 
charge being printed vertically in 
two lines, reading “Cinco Centavos.”’ 
As the surcharge in no way indicated 
that the stamp was intended to be 
used for postage, we refrained from 
recognizing it in our chronicle, but 
we have now received a few speci- 
mens through a postmaster’s lot and 
we assume that its use for postage 
was generally permitted, although it 
is still possible that it remained a 
revenue stamp available for postage 

Revenue used for postage. 

Perforated. 
roc dark blue 


Adhesive stamp or revenue used for 
postage. 








lint stink a 











Perforated. 
5c on 4c orange 


FERNANDO PO.—We find that in 
the latest edition of our catalogue we 
have omitted a roc stamp of the type 
of 1895, namely, our type A4, printed 
in lake. We understand that the 
stamp was issued in this color in 1895. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 
toc lake 


FRANOB.—For three or four years 
past the philatelic world has been on 
the gui vive for the new stamps which 
France intended to issue, and it was 
the universal expectation that a new 
issue, emanating from the center of 
the art world, would be worthy of the 
artistic temperament and taste of the 
French people. The new stamps 
have now appeared, and we must ex 
press our surprise at the abominable 
productions which are before us. 
The stamps are about as thoroughly 
inartistic in drawing, design, color, 
printing, and everything else that goes 
to make up a postage stamp, as could 
possibly be the case, and we should 
be very much surprised if the public 
in France remained satisfied with this 
blot on their artistic reputation. 

In this same number we publish an 
article on the new issue, translated 
from one of the French journals, 
which will give some idea of the 
effect the new issue was expected to 
produce. 


Ht 
&t 


The values from 1 to 5c are of the 
first type, those from 1o to 3oc of the 
second type, and those of 4oc and 
upwards of the third type. 

Adhesive stamps. 











Perforated. 

Ic gray 

2c violet brown 

3c red orange 

4c yellow brown 

5c green 

roc carmine 

1§c orange 
zoc brown violet 
25c blue 
30c violet 
4oc red and pale blue 
50c bistre brown and lavender 
1fr claret and olive green 
2fr gray violet and yellow 
5fr dark blue and buf 


French Offices in China.—Owing to 
a dearth of 25 centimes stamps, the 


1}, 
] 
1 franc has been surcharged Chine 


in heavy numerals. 25 


Adhesive stamp. 
Provisional issue. 
> » 2a 
Perf. 14x 13%. 
25c on ifr bronze green on straw 


French Offices in the Levant (Vathy.) 
As foreshadowed in our last number. 
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the 5 franc stamp of France has now 
appeared with the surcharge “ 20 
piastres.”” 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x 13%. 

Black surcharge. 
20 pia on 5 fr lilac on lavender 


FRENOH CONGO.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Porf. 14x 13%. 
roc red 
15c gray on light gray 
25c blue 
soc brown on bluish 


FRENOE GUIANA.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x 13%. 
roc red 
15¢ gray on light gray 
25c blue 
soc brown on bluish 





FRENOH GUINEA.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14 x 13%. 
roc red 
15c gray on light gray 
25c blue 
soc brown on bluish 





FRENOG INDIA.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x13%. 

roc red 

15c gray on light gray 

asc blue 

soc brown on bluish 





FRENOE OCBANICA.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x 13%. 

1oc red 

15c gray on light gray 

25c blue 

soc brown on bluish 





FRENOH SOUDAN. 
Adhesive stamps: 
Perf. 14x 13%. 

roc red 

15c gray on light gray 

25c blue 

soc brown on bluish 


GREAT COMORO ISLANDS.- 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14 x13 %. 

roc red : 

15c gray on light gray 

25c blue 

soc brown on bluish 





GRBEEOB.—In addition to 
numerous surcharges which have 
recently appeared, we find among 
selections from Greek dealers, varie 
ties of older issues which have hither- 
to escaped our notice. We therefore 
have to add to our present cata 
logue the following: 

No. 43a, 401 lilac, on yellowish 


the 


paper. Perf. 11%. 
No 47a, 401 brown, on gray blue 


paper 

No. 47b, 401 pale rose, on creamish 
paper 

No. 47c, 401 violet on 
paper 

No. 47d, 401 lilac 


yellowish 





GUADELOUPE. — 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x13% 

roc red 

15c gray on light gray 

25c blue 

5ec brown on bluish 


HONG KONG.—Der Philatelist 
states, on the authority of the Revue 
Philatelique Belge, that the 5c stamp 
has now been issued in lilac, instead 
of blue. 

In the number of this Journal 
which was issued in January 1808, 








we spoke in our Notes, about a rather 
remarkable stamp of this colony 
which had been shown to us by Dr. 
R. Benjamin. The specimen con- 
sisted of a 2c rose of the current type, 
watermarked Crown and C. A.,, 
printed on a thicker and rougher 
paper than usual, and perforated 12 
with a peculiar rough and uneven 
perforation. At that time we asked 
whether any of our contemporaries 
could explain the existence of this 
curiosity, but it appears that our note 
or chronicle entirely escaped atten- 
tion. 

Our Belgian agent, Mr. J. K. 
Schuh, in assorting a lot of these 
stamps discovered an exactly similar 
specimen, which our Mr. Calman 
submitted for an opinion to Messrs. 
Bacon, Phillips and other experts 
All were, of course, extremely puzzled 
at the sight of such a variety, and it 
was decided to send the stamp to 
Messrs. De La Rue & Co., for an 
opinion as to the reason for its ex- 
istence. Messrs. De La Rue & Co., 
after a careful examination, declared 
the stamp absolutely genuine, and, in 
explanation of the peculiar variety, 
stated, that a number of years ago 
their perforating machine broke down 
and that at that time some of these 
Hong Kong stamps were in process 
of manufacture. In order not to 
delay the completion of the order, the 
hand needle perforating machine was 
employed and the peculiar variety is 
undoubtedly a result of the temporary 
employment of this hand machine. 
We therefore have a new variety to 
add to those already chronicled for 
this country. 

Adhesive stamp 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perf. 12. 
ac rose. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perf. 14. 
sc lilac 


Faridkot.—Z' Echo dela Timbrologiz 
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states that the 12 annas stamp for 
India has now been surcharged for 
use in this State. 


Adhesive stamp. 
Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
Perf. 14. 

12a brown on red, black surcharge 





INDO OGINA.— 
Adhesive stamps 
Perf. 14x13% 

roc red 

15c gray on light gray 

25c blue 

soc brown on bluish 


IVORY OCOAST.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x13%. 

1oc red 

Isc gray on light gray 

25c blue 

soc brown on bluish 


Japanese Offices in China. — The 
Lilustriertes Briefmarken Journal 
has received the new 1%sen stamp, 
bearing the surcharge for the Chinese 
Offices. 

Adhesive stamp. 

1%s ultramarine, black surcharge 


MADAGASOAR.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x 13%. 

roc red 

15c gray on light gray 

25c blue 

soc brown on bluish 





MARTINIQUE. - 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x 13%. 

1oc red 

15C gray on light gray 

25c blue 

soc brown on bluish 
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MAURITIUS.—Among a mixed lot 
of common stamps, Mr. A. Calman 
has found several copies of the 4c 
revenue stamp used for postage. 


Revenue used for postage. 





Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
Perf. 14. 
4c gray green 
MAYOTTE.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x13 %. 
roc red 
15C gray on light gray 
asc blue 
soc brown on bluish 


NEW OCALEDONIA.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x13 %. 
1oc red 
15c gray on light gray 
2s5c blue 
soc brown on bluish 


NEW ZBALAND.—We understand 
from the Monthly /ournal that the 
Universal Penny Postage stamp, 
which was to have been issued on 
January 1st, has made its appearance 
in London. Our contemporary states 
that the stamp is described as a beauti- 
ful specimen of engraving, produced 
by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, and 
showing an upright figure in the 
center. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
Ip Carmine 


NORTH BORNBO.—We have now 
received the 8c of the 1897 issue, sur- 
charged “ Postage Due.” 





Unpaid letter stamp. 


Perforated. 
8c lilac and black, black surcharge 


PARAGUAY.—In addition to the 
values which have been chronicled of 
the new set of adhesive stamps, we 
have now received three additional. 

We have also received a complete 
set of official stamps, the design be- 
ing exactly the same as that of the 
adhesives, with the exception that the 
words “ Union Postal Universal ”’ are 
replaced by the word “‘ Oficial.”’ 

Adhesive stamps. 


3c orange brown 
8c dark brown 
24c deep blue 


Official stamps. 





Perforated. 

1c dull blue 

2c rose red 

4c dark brown 
5c dark green 

8c orange brown 
10c Carmine rose 
2oc deep blue 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.—Our 
tention has been called to the omis- 
sion, from our catalogue, of a 1c stamr 
of the type of 1889, printed in lake 
We therefore have to add the follow- 
ing: 

Adhesive stamp. 

Issue of 1897. 

Perforated. 
1c lake 


PORTUGUBSBINDIA-—The 
higher values, the appearance of which 














was predicted sometime ago, have now 
reached us. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 
rat dark blue on rose, numerals in 
black 
1 rup black on blue, numerals in car- 
mine 
2 rup purple on yellowish, numerals 
in black 


RBUNION.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x13 %. 

1oc red 

1§C gray on light gray 

25c blue 

sec brown on bluish 





SALVADOR. — Nederlandsch 
Tijdschrift voor Postzegelkundechron- 
icles a varicty of the too numerous 
surcharges of this country which has, 
hitherto, escaped our notice. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 

Issue of 1899 surcharged 


@ 


2c on 13c deep rose 


é ” 
1900 


and 


8ST. PIERRE and MIQUELON.— 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14x13 %. 

toc red 

1§c gray on light gray 

25c blue 

50c brown on bluish 
SENEGAL- 
Adhesive Stamps. 
Perf. 14x13 %. 

roc red 

15c gray on light gray 

25c blue 

soc brown on bluish 


bo 
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Perak.--This little state is certain- 
ly industrious in the matter of sur- 
charges, and we suppose that the 
Officials are taking advantage of the 
last opportunity for speculation that 
they will have, as the stamps of the 
Federated Malay States will no doubt 
soon supersede the separate issues of 
the native states. In addition to 
the varieties givn in our new catalogue 
and the December number of the 
JourNAL, the Stamp Collector's Fort- 
nightly now lists the following : 


Adhesive stamps. 
Watermarked Crown and C. C. 


Perf. 14. 
r cent on 2d green and carmine 
3 “ “ad ‘f “ yellow green 
3 * “e868 “ “ casamne 


Selangor._The Monthly Journal 
has received a new supply of sur- 
charges for this state. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A 


Perf. 14. 
1c on soc green and black, black 
surcharge 
3c on 50c green and black, black 
surcharge 


SERVIA.—Der Philatelist has re- 
ceived the 20 and 25 paras stamps, 
on paper without threads. 

L’Echo de la Timbrologie an- 
nounces the first surcharge ever 
made by this country, namely, the 20 
paras of the current issue surcharged 
“to paras ” in black. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Paper without threads. 

Perforated. 
2op orange 
25p blue 

Provisional issue. 

Black surcharge, 
ropa on 20pa orange 





TURKS ISLANDS.—We find that 
a 2 pence registration envelope, which 
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has been in use for about two years, 
has entirely escaped our attention. 
With apologies, we now add the be- 
lated chronicle. 

Registration envelope. 

Sizes F and G. 
2p ultramarine 


URUGUAY.—It appears that re- 
cently the stock of 5c stamps again 
became exhausted and another sur- 
charge was resorted to. Under a 
decree issued on November 28th, 
1900, the 10c Jubilee stamp of 1896, 
with a provisional surcharge, has 





been again surcharged in black, in 
three lines, “1g00—5—centesimos.”’ 
Adhesive stamp. 





a) NTESIMOS 


Provisional issue. 
Perforated. 
5¢ on roc carmine, black and red, 
black surcharge 








Auction Sales. 





We have a number of good collections to offer at auction during the 
coming season, and our first sale will be held on February 15th, the catalogues 
now being ready for distribution. It will contain a fine collection of United 
States stamps, including such rarities as the high values of the State Depart- 
ment, some of the premiere gravures of 1861 in blocks of four, and a splendid 
line of other U. S. stamps. The sale will also contain a fair sprinkling of 
foreign stamps, a specialist’s collection of Philippine Islands and the very 
fine philatelic library of Mr. Charles B. Corwin. 


Catalogues may be had on application to the publishers. 


The Collectors Club. 


351 Fourth Avenue, New York. 





The 6oth meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club House 
on Monday, December 10, 1900, Present—Messrs. Bruner, Calman, Luff, 
Perrin, Scott and Stebbins. 

The President called the meeting to order at 8.30 P. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and aproved. 

The Treasurer’s report, showing a cash balance in bank of $1,099.61 
exclusive of U. S. bonds, was approved as read. 

Moved by Mr. Calman and seconded by Dr. Stebbins, that the Treasurer 
be authorized to sell our 4 per cent. U.S. bond, and that a committee of three 
including the chair be appointed to make a new investment not to exceed 
$1,200. Motion carried, the committee appointed being Messrs. Bruner 
Andreini and Scott. 

The House Committee’s monthly report was read and accepted. 


Dr. Stebbins tendered his resignation as a member of the Board of 
Governors, on account of inability to attend the meetings as often as he 
should desire ; resignation accepted with regrets 


Upon motion made, seconded and carried, a committee consisting of 
Messrs. Calman, Luff and Scott was appointed to have published the (on- 
stitution, By-Laws and membership list of the Club at a cost not exceeding $50- 

Three of the applicants for membership having been posted the required 
length of time, their names were balloted upon and Messrs. Hazzard, Power 
and Washburn were declared to have been unanimously elected subscribing 
members of the Club. 
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The following application for membership was received and posted on 
the bulletin board. 


Charles J. Phillips, London, England. Subscribing member. Proposed 
by P. F. Bruner, seconded by John N. Luff. 


Adjourned at 10.15 P. M 
ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 


GOVERNORS’ MEETING. 

The 61st meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club House 
on Wednesday evening, December 12, 1900. 

Present, Messrs. Bruner, Calman, Deats, Luff, Perrin and Scott. 

The meeting was called to order at 9.45 P. M., with Mr. Calman in the 
chair and Mr. Perrin acting as Secretary. 

Mr. P. F. Bruner was nominated and unanimously elected President for 
the ensuing year. 

Mr. J. M. Andreini was nominated and unanimously elected Vice-Pre- 
sident for the ensuing year. 

Mr. J. W. Scott was nominated and unanimously elected Treasurer for 
the ensuing year. 

Mr. Albert Perrin was nominated and unanimously elected Seeretary for 
the ensuing year. 

Moved, seconded and carried that the President appoint the members of 
the various committees and announce same at the next meeting of the 
Governors. 

Adjourned 9.55 P. M. 

ALBERT PERRIN, Secrefary. 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 


The fifth meeting of the stockholders and fourth annual meeting of the 
Club was held at the Club House on Wednesday evening. December 12, 1900 
The meeting was called to order at 8.50 Pp. M., by President Bruner. 

The following members answered to the calling of the roll : 

P. F. Bruner, Jno. F. Black, M. C. Berlepsch, H. L. Calman, H. E. 
Deats, N. Dieschbourg, W. F. Gregory, J. Herzog, L. M. Homburger, G, E 
Jones, John N. Luff, W. F. Morgan, Albert Perrin, Jos. S. Rich, H. E 
Robinson, J. W. Scott, W. S. Scott, P. Stypmann, Geo. R. Tuttle. 

The reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting of the stockholders 
was dispensed with. 

The reports of the following officers were received and read : 

The President’s, Treasurer's, Secretary's, House Committee’s, Amend- 
ment Committee’s, Auditing Committee’s, Membership Committee’s, Literary 
Committee’s reports. 
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Moved by Mr. J. W. Scott, seconded by Mr. Calman that the phraseology 
of the Constitution and By-Laws be revised where required : carried. 

There being no further general business before the meeting, the election 
of Governors was in order. 

The names of Messrs. Bruner, Calman and Scott being the only nomina- 
tions before the meeting, for Governors to hold_office until December, 1903, 
the Secretary was instructed to cast the vote. Mr. Low’s name also being 
the only nomination for the term of one year to succeed Mr. Stebbins, who had 
resigned, the Secretary was instructed similarly in this case, and the Chair 
duly declared the election of Messrs. Bruner, Calman and Scott to hold office 
for three years and Mr. Low for one year. 

Adjourned at 9.40 P. M. 


ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 


Birmingham Philatelic Society. 


December 6, 1900. 

The members held their first Auction on the above date at the Great 
Western Hotel, Mr. H. W. Plumridge, of Chancery Lane, London, wielding 
the hammer. The attendance was the largest that has ever been to a 
philatelic auction in the city and showed the effect of advertising and the 
increasing interest of the public instamp matters. The auction was arranged 
for the benefit of members and to encourage philately locally, and to this 
end the Committee allowed a proportion of small lots to be included. They 
made no charge on unsold lots and there was no minimum commission, the 
Society being prepared to meet any loss incurred, but it was so successful 
even under these conditions that all expenses will be covered. 


For fine stamps good prices were realized, but poor specimens ruled low. 
Some collections of fiscals and entires went very cheaply. 


The best prices realized were : 


Triangular Capes, 4 unued sosh (cat. 85sh); 12 used sssh (cat. g8sh); 
14 used in pairs 23sh (cat. 34sh); 8 used singles 38sh (cat. 6.sh ) 
N.S. W. 1d plate 1, 21sh (cat. 28sh) Plate 2 19sh (cat. 25sh) 
2d “ 2, 19sh (cat. 25sh) “ 22ish( “ 25sh) 
2d “ 3, 19sh (cat. 25sh) “ 3, 1st ret. 2tsh ( “ 25sh) 
2d “ 3, laid paper rgsh (cat. 22s6p) Plate 3, 2d ret. 15sh 
(cat. 25sh) 


Hong Kong, 96c yellow brown, mint but slight tear, 64sh. Grenada, ish 
mint, 16sh, Antigua, 1sh mint, r4sh 6p. St. Kitts, rsh mint r4sh. Great 
Britain 2sh brown, 30sh. West Australia, block of 6d, C. C. 44sh. Many of 
the mixed lots and some original envelopes with. “V.R.I.” Orange Free 
State stamps on fetched good prices. 





The ordinary meeting followed and the following were unanimously 
elected members.—Mrs. R. H. Harris, Dr. W. J. Tivy, Messrs. J. E. Joselin, 
F, J. Henderson, J. B. Vickerman, C. C. Bentzen, M. Z. Booleman. 

Votes of thanks were accorded Messrs. Bright & Son, Th. Lemaire, J 
W. George and H. E. Deats (American Philatelic Association) for donations 
to the library. 


It was decided to form a collection of priced auction catalogues and to 
have them, bound in volumes for reference. Any member who has any old 
catalogues priced or unpriced, which are no use to him, would confer a favor 
by sending them to the Hon. Sec. who will defray expenses. If any one has 
bound volumes priced he would greatly oblige by lending them to the Society 
for a short time in order that the prices may be copied. 

The next auction will held on February 14, 1901. Lots must reach the 
Hon. Sec. by Jan. 28th at latest. 


The so-called Birmingham Philatelic Exchange recently advertised by 


W. G. Walton has, of course, no connection whatever with the Birmingham 
Philatelic Society or its exchange packets. 
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